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The law course is a long journey, but one that, if well-travelled, will lead to beautiful destinations.  In 
an industry which is today attracting many young individuals looking to develop their career in law, it 
is important to stay ON the beaten track and remain focused. It may go without saying that it is of 
great importance for all students to attain good academic grades, to be dedicated to their work, as 
well as to be determined in this highly-competitive industry in order to fulfil their dream of becoming 
lawyers one day.  However what is crucial is that as students and later on as professionals we are 
innovative by being sensitive to the changes around us.  These changes might be political, economic, 
environmental, socio-cultural or others; what is for sure is that they all have an impact on the 
profession of a lawyer.  We are members of a dynamic profession which is very sensitive to its 
surroundings.  The type and ‘genre’ of  advice which is required from us is all affected by what is being 
experienced by the receivers of this advice.     

Work experience is considered as a vital part of the staple diet of any prospective lawyer in order to 
put into practice and refine the knowledge gained from the theorethical reality of the  lecture halls 
and lawbooks into the skills required for a successful career in law.  An internship will not only show 
future recruiters that you have a genuine interest in pursuing a career in this sector, but that you have 
the practical knowledge and skills to the succeed in your role.  

Here are some personal suggestions that I feel helped me during my journey: 

1.�� Being Ambitious

A powerful trait in any competitive industry, ambition will help you in your law course, in your 
career as a lawyer, as well as in your life. Whilst the law course can be quite intimidating and 
challenging, an ambitious individual  who is dedicated to learning new things has the potential to 
understand and realize long-term goals. Do not view the journey as one whole insurmountable 
mountain but focus on the next small goal and once achieved move on to the next and goal by 
goal you will reach your final target point.  

In this respect, gaining valuable work experience through an internship is an important step taken 
by an ambitious young lawyer who wants to attain certain skillsets, and remain a step ahead of 
his/her peers. By being inquisitive, analytical and humble enough to accept guidance and 
mentoring one is guaranteed a fruitful experience in a law firm.  It is also not only a means to start 
focusing on the direction of your career and to build upon your chosen path, but will undoubtedly 
expose you to the international world.  This is crucial, as most of the traditional legal sectors have 
been intertwined with new areas of legislation  and all these together now present much more 
opportunity for intra-jurisdictional work.   

2. Networking

By engaging with counterparty students abroad and in international fora  one gains an insight into 
another reality and is exposed to different cultures, ways of communicating and is able to bridge 



the differences between parties to a mundane discussion which will eventually become a 
transaction or a major project in professional life. 

3. Organisational Skills

Organisation is key in any industry. Good organisation skills always stand out to a recruiter when 
considering potential applicants. Such skills can be obtained by gaining experience either through 
organising one’s own work, study plan,student events or cultural/philanthropic events.  

Going hand-in-hand with this, is having a study plan. By planning your studies ahead, one will have 
a sufficient amount of time to meet all the demands, while also being able to participate in 
productive outside activities. Reviewing notes or case briefs before class can also help you follow 
and participate in  class discussions better , whilst following case-law allows you to apply them 
for specific situations.  In view of the amount of material involved summarising and carving out 
the most crucial points is essential to then build your argument in papers.  

4. Taking your own class notes

It is always important to take down your own notes as laws are always evolving and passed-down 
notes would provide the context but are not ideally used for the detail. Researching the particular 
topic and comparing Malta’s law with that of other jurisdiction gives one a completely different 
outlook and commenting on these variances in an exam paper, dissertation or assignment would 
distinguish one student from another.  Not to be overlooked are also the consultation papers, 
commentaries and other official public documents that are issued by local authorities from time 
to time on different areas of law and industry.  Being abreast of what is happening in industry will 
help putting the particular law or regulation in context.   

5. Participation

Participation is a main element of the learning process. Being actively involved during seminars 
and lectures and participating in legal debate sessions, mock trial competitions and moot courts 
are essential in order to improve your persuasive and presentation skills.  If you find this very 
difficult (all of us have different characters and traits), then try to focus on participation in other 
events which will expose you to public speaking starting off in smaller groups in a more familiar 
environment and trying out new experiences and larger audiences as you go along.    

6. Practice is the key to success

This leads us to our next point – practice. Attaining good grades is undoubtedly an important part 
of the law course, however, in themselves, they are not enough to show that you have substantial 
material to succeed. Working within a law firm introduces you to the world of work, and allows 
you to gainspecific industry-related skills which one will only ever be able to learn in a workplace 
setting. 

Work experience can provide you with valuable insight which will help you decide what your 
career aspirations are and in which areas you would like to further delve into.  
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University of Malta
Facultyof Laws

January/February2019ExaminationSession

CVLSO36 ADVANCED PRACTICAL APPUCATIONSIN THE LAW OF SUCCESSION

Date: Wednesday6th February2019 Durationof Examination:10:00AM - 11:05AM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

Reply to the casestudybelow.

Peterand Patriciamadean unicachartawill shortly aftertheir marriage,whereinthey

nominatedeachotheras universalheirs. Theyeventuallyhadthreechildren,Steve,

SarahandSamantha.

After yearsof happymarriageandfamily life, Patriciafell victim to a diseaseand

passedaway. In anticipationof her demise,shehaddonatedtwo arablefields to her

husbandPeter.

Following his wife’s loss,Peterengagesin a long-termrelationshipwith Victoria, which

yields a daughter,Veronica.

Ultimately, he falls for the charmsof a youngerwoman,Wendy,whom he decides to
marry. Their marriageproducesPeter’syoungestchild, William.

Peter’swoeswerenot over.

A few yearslater, Peter’syoungestdaughterfrom his first marriage,Samantha,falls ill
shortly after hermarriageto Edwardandeventuallypassesawaywithout issue.
Samanthahad beendonatedan apartmentby Peteron the occasionof her marriage.
Shewas survivedby herspouse,Edward,herfather,Peter,hersiblings,Steveand
Sarah,and her half-siblings,VeronicaandWilliam.

During the lateryearsof his life Peterdecidesto draft a will. He leaveshis spouse,
Wendy,the maximumallowed by law andappointedhis childrenSteveandWilliam as
his heirs. He left SarahandVeronicatheir legifim in termsof law.

Petereventuallydies in 2003,survivedby his secondwife Wendy,and his children
Steve,Sarah,Veronicaand William.

Advise all possiblebeneficiariesof their successionrights asthe law stood beforethe
2005 amendmentsin orderto partition the estatesof Patricia,Samanthaand Peter.
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University of Malta
Facultyof Laws

September2019 ExaminationSession

CVL5O3G ADVANCED PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS IN THE LAW OF SUCCESSION

Date: Thursday5th September2019 Durationof Examination:$:3OAM-9:35PM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

Replyto thecasestudybelow.

Theo had a daughter,Roberta,from a ten-yearrelationshipwith Rosette.The
relationshipended,and he eventuallymarriedCharlotte,from whom he hadthree
sons:Charles,Carl andChristopher.TheoandCharlottemadean unicachartawill
whereinthey nominatedtheir first-born son Charlesassole universalheir and left the
legifim to Carl and Christopher,without makingany mentionof Roberta.Prior to their
marriage,Theo had given Charlottea preciousgold ring asa gift.

Someyearsafterthe marriage,Theofell ill and passedaway.

Although filled with grief, Charlottemet an old friend, Norman,whom sheacceptedto
marry. Two yearsafter their marriage,Charlotteand Normanhad a child: Nora. Soon
after Nora’s birth, Charlottemodified herwill to nominateher as herjoint universal
heir togetherwith Charles.

Charlotteeventuallypassedaway.

A few yearslatershewasfollowed by Carl, who was survivedby his wife Elenaand his
daughterElisabeth. Shortlyafter his marriage,Carl had madean Unica Chartawill
with Elena,wherebytheyhad reciprocallynominatedeachotheras heirs. Elisabeth
wasborn to themfive yearsinto their marriage.

Advise all beneficiariesof their rights underthe law of successionas it stoodbefore
the 2005 amendmentsrelativeto the estatesof Theo,Charlotteand Carl.
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University of Malta
Facultyof Laws

January/February2019 ExaminationSession

CRL5008CRIMINAL PROCEDURE1

Date: Monday28thJanuary2019 Durationof Examination:8.3OAM - 10.35AM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

Answer a total of TWO (2) questions. Both parts (a) and (b) of eachof the TWO (2)

questionshaveto be answered.

1. Answerboth the below:

(a) The traditional distinction between thecriminal actionandthe civil action
hasbecomevery blurred thanksto legal developmentstaking placeover the
pastfew years.Discussthis statementby specific referenceto MalteseLaw
of Criminal Procedure.(80 marks)

(b) In what circumstancesmay a personnot beingtheAttorney—Generalor a
police officer requestthe holding of an Inquiry relatingto the in Genere.
(20 marks)

2. Answerboth the below:

(a) (80 marks)

I. What constitutesan “arrest” underMalteselaw?

ii. In what circumstancesaremembersof the ExecutivePolicejustfied in
performingan arrest?

iii. Examinewhetherprivatepersonscan perform an arrest.

(b) What arethe defectsin the recordof the inquiry that could leadto the
annulmentof the bill of indictment?(20 marks)

3. Answerboth the below:

(a) Analyse in detail the scopeand powersof the Court of Magistratesas a court
of criminal inquiry accordingto MalteseLaw and CourtJudgments.
(80 marks)

(b) Explain the “bestevidencerule” as it developedin the Law of Evidenceof
Malta and how doesit apply to documentsin criminal trials. (20 marks)
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4. Answerboth the below:

(a) Act Xlii of 2018 entitledGender-basedViolenceandDomesticViolenceAct

broughtaboutsignificantchanges,not only in relationto matterstouching

domesticviolencebut alsoto the very essenceof when proceedingscan be

institutedex officio by the ExecutivePolice andwhenoffencescan be

prosecutedon the complaintof the injured / private party. Analyseand

commentin detail the truthfulnessor otherwiseof this statement.

($0 marks)

(b) Distinguishthe notionsof “cornpellability” and “competence”when dealing

with witnessesaccordingto MalteseLaw of Criminal Procedure.(20 marks)
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University of Malta
Facultyof Laws

September2019ExaminationSession

CRL5008CRIMINAL PROCEDURE1

Date: Monday2nd September2019 Durationof Examination:10:00AM — 12:05PM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

Answera total of TWO (2) questions.Both parts (a) and (b) of eachof the two chosen
questionshaveto be answered.

1. Answerboth of the below:

(a) Carefully examinethe positionof the accusedin a criminal trial. When does
the accusedgive evidencein a criminal trial? Can a personaccusedbe forced
to give evidencein trial? Can a personaccusedwho decidedto give evidence
in court avail himselffrom the right of non-selfincrimination?(80%)

fb) How can prescriptionbe interruptedaccordingto MalteseLaw of Criminal
Procedure?(20%)

2. Answerboth of the below:

(a) Explain what is meantby “obstacles”to the exerciseof thecriminal action
andwhat aredeemedto be the “causesof extinction” of the criminal action.
(80%)

(b) What constitutesa confessionin a criminal trial? What is the effectof such
confessionwith regardto the accusedhimselfandotherco-accusedsin a
criminal trial? (20%)

3. Answerboth of the below:

(a) Explain the competencesexercisedby the Court of Magistratesas a court of
criminal judicature.(80%)

(b) In which circumstancescanan ordinarycitizen performa lawful arrest?(20%)

4. Answerboth of the below:

(a) Explain whenand how samplescan be takenfrom a suspectby membersof
the ExecutivePoliceduring the courseof criminal investigationsand describe
the respectiveformalitiesthat areto be followed in orderfor samplesto be
taken. (80%)

(b) Can a court of criminal jurisdiction awarddamagesto a victim of a criminal
offence?(20%)
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University of Malta
Facultyof Laws

June2019 ExaminationSession

CRL5009CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 2

Date: Wednesday,5th June2019 Durationof Examination:5:00PM — 7:05PM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

Answer a total of TWO (2) questions.Both parts f a) and (b) of eachof the two chosen

questionshaveto be answered.

1. Answerboth of the following:

(a) Make a thoroughanalysisof the law regulatingthe bill of indictment.

(80%)

AND

(b) Explain what is the prerogativeof mercy in termsof Article 515 of the

Criminal Code. (20%)

2. Answerboth of the following:

(a) Examinein detail thevariouspowersgrantedby law to the Court of

Criminal Appeal in its SuperiorJurisdiction. (80%)

AND

(b) What arethe functionsof a trial judgein the Criminal Court? (20%)

3. Answerboth of thefollowing:

(a) Explain what preliminarypleasmay beraisedby the accusedfollowing

receiptof a bill of indictment. (80%)

AND

(b) Explain the law regulatingappealsfrom interlocutorydecreesaccordingto

article 415 of the Criminal Code. (20%)

4. Answerboth of the following:

(a) In which circumstancesmay theAttorneyGeneralappealfrom judgments

deliveredby the Court of Magistrates?(80%)

AND

(b) Briefly explainthe role of thejury during thecourseof a trial by jury. (20%)

Page1 of 1

N



Universityof Malta
Facultyof Laws

September2019ExaminationSession

CRLSOO9CRIMINAL PROCEDURE2

Date: Monday,9th September2019 Durationof Examination:10:00AM —12.05 PM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

Answera total of TWO ( 2) questions.Both parts(a) and (b) of eachof the two chosen
questionshaveto be answered.

1. Answerboth the below:

(a) Explain in detail the procedureto be followed when an appealis lodgedfrom
judgementsdeliverd by the Court of Magistrates.(80%)

(b) Briefly explain thescopeand contentof the addressof theAttorneney
Generalduring a trial by jury. (20%)

2. Answerboth the below:

(a) Examinethe procedurethat is followed beforethe Criminal Court during the
courseof a trial by jury. (80%)

(b) What amendmentscan be madeto the bill of indicmentand at which stage
of the procedingscanthesebe carriedout? (20%)

3. Answerboth the below:

(a) Examinein detail the proceduresto be followed whenappealsare lodged
from judgmentsdeliveredby the Criminal Court. (80%)

(b) Explain the Constitutionof the Criminal Court, its attributesand powers.
(20%)

4. Answerboth the below:

(a) Examinein detail what arethe optionsavailableto an accusedpersonafter
he receivesa bill of indictment. (80%)

(b) Whencanjudgesand magistratesbe challengedby the accusedperson?
(20%)
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Universityof Malta
Facultyof Laws

June2019 ExaminationSession

CVL5044 THE LAW OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Date: Saturday1stJune2019 Duration of Examination:8:3OAM-11:35AM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

AnswerANY THREE (3) QUESTIONSFROM THE FIVE (5) QUESTIONS.

Answer EACH QUESTION ON A DIFFERENT SCRIPT. Eachquestioncarries33 marksin
all, with onemark awardedon an ex gratiabasis.You are expectedto cite relevant

jurisprudenceand doctrinewhereappropriate.

1. in certaincasesit may be necessaryto obtain the evidenceof a personwho
residesabroad.In particular,one may haveto rely on lettersof requestor on
evidenceby affidavit. Explain the provisionsof the law dealingwith thesetwo
procedures.(33 marks)

2. The objectiveof civil procedureis to ascertaina final incontrovertibleresult,
which cannotbe challengedor disputedany further. Evaluate,in this context,the
role of juridical interest.(33 marks)

3. Art. 229 of Cap.12introduceda new frameworkfor appealsfrom decrees.Can it

be said thatthe situationhasnow improved,or is it the casethatdespiteall good
intentionsthe situationsis still not satisfactory?(33 marks)

4. Write noteson TWO of thefollowing (a & b OR a & c OR b & c):

(a) Answerall threepartsof the questionappearingbelow:

i. The contentsof the reportof a refereeappointedby the court; (5 marks)

ii. Statewhetherthecourt is boundby the reportof the referee;(5 marks)

iii. The exceptionalcaseswhen referenceis permittedbeforethe appellate
court. (6.5 marks)

(b) Answerboth partsof thequestionappearingbelow:

i. HearsayEvidence(8 marks)

ii. Dying Declarations(8.5 marks)
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(c) Answerboth partsof thequestionappearingbelow:

I. Proof by admission;(8 marks)

ii. Evidenceby a referenceto the oath of the defendantand of the plaintiff

(8.5 marks)

5. Examine:

(a) Executivetitles otherthan judgementsanddecrees(21 marks)

(b) The warrant ‘infactum’ (12 marks)
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University of Malta
Facultyof Laws

September2019 ExaminationSession

CVL5044 THE LAW OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Date: Friday 13th September2019 Duration of Examination:8:3OAM-11:35AM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

AnswerANY THREE (3) QUESTIONSFROM THE FIVE (5) QUESTIONS.
Answer EACH QUESTION ON A DIFFERENTSCRIPT. Eachquestioncarries33 marksin
all, with onemark awardedon an ex gratia basis.You areexpectedto cite relevant
jurisprudenceand doctrinewhereappropriate.

1. ‘In the Law of Evidencedocumentsplay a very importantrole’. How far do the
wordsbetweeninvertedcommasreflectwhat the Codeof Organizationand Civil
Proceduresaysin sections627 to 643, in thesub-titlesconcerning“Of
DocumentaryEvidence”and “Of the Demandfor the Productionof Documents?
(33 marks)

2. Considerthe notion of SpecialSummaryProceedingsunderart.167et of Cap.12.
(33 marks)

3. Which arethe requirementsof resjudicata?(33 marks)

4. Write noteson TWO of the following:

(a) PrivilegedCommunications(16.5 marks)

(b) The burdenof proof (16.5 marks)

(c) The evidenceof a personresidingabroad(16.5 marks)

5. Examine:

(a) the precautionarygarnisheeorder(25 marks)

(b) discontinuanceof a case(8 marks)
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Universityof Malta

Facultyof Laws

June2019 ExaminationSession

ECL5069ADVANCED EU LAW OF PROCEDURE

Date: Monday17 June2019 Duration of Examination:10:00AM — 12:05PM

INSTRUCTIONS TOSTUDENTS:

AnswerANY TWO (2) questions.All questionscarriesequalmarks.

1. Discussand describethe formal and substantiverequirementsof a preliminary

referenceprocedure.

2. Describeand discussthe processof how a caseis filed with the Registryof the

Court of Justice,how the caseis assignedto a chamber,and how a caseproceeds

from thenonwards.

3. Discussin detail the presentallocationof jurisdiction betweenthe GeneralCourt

and the Courtof Justice.

4. Discussproceduralissuesand specialcharacteristicsthatapply to (a) Intellectual

Propertylitigation and (b) mattersrelatingto the areaof Freedom,Security,and

Justice.
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University of Malta

Facultyof Laws

January/February2019ExaminationSession

CML5036 CORPORATERE-ORGANISATION AND LIQUIDATION

Date: Monday4th February2019 Durationof Examination:8:3OAM-10:35AM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

AnsweranyTWO (2) questions.
All questionscarry equalmarks.
Answereachquestionon a separatescript.

1) The Malteseinsolvencyregimeprovidescreditorswith wide rangingremedies
againstinsolventdebtorcompanies.Discussin the light of the CompaniesAct
provisionsrelatingto creditorsvoluntarywinding up. (50 marks)

2) A corporateclient of yours is facingseriousfinancial difficulties and runsthe risk of
insolvencyin the nearfuture. Advise the directorson the main considerationsthey
shouldbearin mind andsomepracticalsteps theyshouldtakein orderto minimise
the risk of personalliability. (50 marks)

3) Critically discussthe mannerin which Maltesecourtshaveinterpretedand applied
the provisionsin the CompaniesAct, relatingto a company’sinability to pay its debts
asa causeof dissolutionof a company.(50 marks)

4) Examinethe effectivenessof thepan passuprinciple in companylaw, with particular
referenceto the rankingof creditorsof an insolventcompany.(50 marks)

5) Write shortnoteson anytwo of thefollowing (50 marks):
a. the liquidator;
b. the provisionaladministrator;
c. an action for fraudulenttrading.
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Universityof Malta
Facultyof Laws

September2019 ExaminationSession

CML5036 CORPORATEREORGANISATIONAND LIQUIDATION

Date: Monday2nd September2019 Duration ofExamination:10:00AM — 12:05PM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

Answerany TWO (2) questions.

All questionscarry equalmarks.

Answereachquestionon a separatescript.

1. Outline the main differencesbetweenan actionfor fraudulenttradingand

wrongful trading.

2. Discussthe adequacyor otherwiseof creditorcontrol mechanismsand remedies

in a creditors’voluntarywinding up.

3. Write short noteson anyTWO (2) of the following (50 marks):

(a) The official receiver

(b) Thepan passuprinciple in the rankingof creditors

(c) The provisionaladministrator

4. Examinethe powersand dutiesof the liquidator in a winding up by the Court in

termsof the CompaniesAct.

5. Discusscritically the mannerin which “groundsof sufficient gravity” as a causeof

dissolutionof a companyhasbeeninterpretedandappliedby the Maltesecourts.
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University of Malta
Facultyof Laws

June2019ExaminationSession

MCT5O12 THE LAW OF MEDIATION

Date: Tuesday11th June2019 Durationof Examination:10:00AM — 12:05PM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

ChooseONE (1) questionfrom SectionA (40 marks)andONE (1) questionfrom Section

B (60 marks).

SectionA

1. Explain eachof the following:

(a) activeneutralityof the mediator

(b) recognitionin transformativemediation

(c) caucusing

2. Compareand contrasttwo strategiesfor dealingwith conflict.

3. Whatwould you sayto a client who is interestedin mediationbut who doesnot

wantto be physically present?

SectionB

4. Identify behaviourthatyou would expectfrom a mediator.Would that

behaviourchangeaccordingto thesubjectarea?

5. Is mediationin the criminal spheretoo idealistic?Discusswith referenceto
MalteseLaw.

6. What makesa successfulmediation?Doesthe legal frameworkregulating

mediationplay a part in this?
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Universityof Malta
Facultyof Laws

September2019 Examination Session

MCT5O12THE LAW OF MEDIATION

Date: Friday 13th September2019 Durationof Examination:08:3OAM — 10:35AM

INSTRUCTIONSTO STUDENTS:

ChooseONE (1) questionfrom SectionA (40 marks)andONE (1) questionfrom Section

B (60 marks).

SectionA

1. Explain eachof the following; eachquestioncarriesequalmarks.

(a) reparativevictim-offendermediation

(b) reframing

(c) problemsolving mediation

2. Do criminal and civil mediationhaveanythingin common?

3. Explain the recentchangesto our law in relationto mediationand domestic

violence.

SectionB

4. Eachquestioncarriesequalmarks.

(a) Whatwerethe main reasonsbehindthe developmentof family

mediation?

(b) Do you think family mediationhaschangedbeyondrecognition?

5. Is mediationalwaysbetterthan negotiationbetween thepartiesand their

lawyers?

6. Explain theconceptof principled negotiation.
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