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ABOUT GħSL

Għaqda Studenti Tal-Ligi (The Malta Law Students’ Society) is a faculty-

based, non-profit organisation at the University of Malta that represents 

all law students within the Faculty of Laws. 

The organisation plays a pivotal role in law students’ academic and social 

life at the University of Malta. The organisation has also been responsible 

for publishing the prestigious ld-Dritt, and the GħSL Online Law Journal. 

Moreover, GħSL boasts its own Thesis Library, located at the GħSL o昀케ce 

in the Faculty of Laws. Additionally, GħSL is the only law organisation 

responsible for the distribution of authoritative law notes and past papers. 

For further queries on this set of notes, as well as any other, please feel 

free to contact our Resources O昀케cer at resources@ghsl.org. 



Advice from an Alumna 
By Dr Priscilla Mifsud Parker 

The law course is a long journey, but one that, if well-travelled, will lead to beautiful destinations.  In 

an industry which is today attracting many young individuals looking to develop their career in law, it 

is important to stay ON the beaten track and remain focused. It may go without saying that it is of 

great importance for all students to attain good academic grades, to be dedicated to their work, as 

well as to be determined in this highly-competitive industry in order to fulfil their dream of becoming 

lawyers one day.  However what is crucial is that as students and later on as professionals we are 

innovative by being sensitive to the changes around us.  These changes might be political, economic, 

environmental, socio-cultural or others; what is for sure is that they all have an impact on the 

profession of a lawyer.  We are members of a dynamic profession which is very sensitive to its 

surroundings.  The type and ‘genre’ of  advice which is required from us is all affected by what is being 

experienced by the receivers of this advice.     

Work experience is considered as a vital part of the staple diet of any prospective lawyer in order to 

put into practice and refine the knowledge gained from the theorethical reality of the  lecture halls 

and lawbooks into the skills required for a successful career in law.  An internship will not only show 

future recruiters that you have a genuine interest in pursuing a career in this sector, but that you have 

the practical knowledge and skills to the succeed in your role.  

Here are some personal suggestions that I feel helped me during my journey: 

1. Being Ambitious

A powerful trait in any competitive industry, ambition will help you in your law course, in your 

career as a lawyer, as well as in your life. Whilst the law course can be quite intimidating and 

challenging, an ambitious individual  who is dedicated to learning new things has the potential to 

understand and realize long-term goals. Do not view the journey as one whole insurmountable 

mountain but focus on the next small goal and once achieved move on to the next and goal by 

goal you will reach your final target point.  

In this respect, gaining valuable work experience through an internship is an important step taken 

by an ambitious young lawyer who wants to attain certain skillsets, and remain a step ahead of 

his/her peers. By being inquisitive, analytical and humble enough to accept guidance and 

mentoring one is guaranteed a fruitful experience in a law firm.  It is also not only a means to start 

focusing on the direction of your career and to build upon your chosen path, but will undoubtedly 

expose you to the international world.  This is crucial, as most of the traditional legal sectors have 

been intertwined with new areas of legislation  and all these together now present much more 

opportunity for intra-jurisdictional work.   

2. Networking

By engaging with counterparty students abroad and in international fora  one gains an insight into 

another reality and is exposed to different cultures, ways of communicating and is able to bridge 



the differences between parties to a mundane discussion which will eventually become a 

transaction or a major project in professional life. 

3. Organisational Skills

Organisation is key in any industry. Good organisation skills always stand out to a recruiter when 

considering potential applicants. Such skills can be obtained by gaining experience either through 

organising one’s own work, study plan,student events or cultural/philanthropic events.  

Going hand-in-hand with this, is having a study plan. By planning your studies ahead, one will have 

a sufficient amount of time to meet all the demands, while also being able to participate in 

productive outside activities. Reviewing notes or case briefs before class can also help you follow 

and participate in  class discussions better , whilst following case-law allows you to apply them 

for specific situations.  In view of the amount of material involved summarising and carving out 

the most crucial points is essential to then build your argument in papers.  

4. Taking your own class notes

It is always important to take down your own notes as laws are always evolving and passed-down 

notes would provide the context but are not ideally used for the detail. Researching the particular 

topic and comparing Malta’s law with that of other jurisdiction gives one a completely different 

outlook and commenting on these variances in an exam paper, dissertation or assignment would 

distinguish one student from another.  Not to be overlooked are also the consultation papers, 

commentaries and other official public documents that are issued by local authorities from time 

to time on different areas of law and industry.  Being abreast of what is happening in industry will 

help putting the particular law or regulation in context.   

5. Participation

Participation is a main element of the learning process. Being actively involved during seminars 

and lectures and participating in legal debate sessions, mock trial competitions and moot courts 

are essential in order to improve your persuasive and presentation skills.  If you find this very 

difficult (all of us have different characters and traits), then try to focus on participation in other 

events which will expose you to public speaking starting off in smaller groups in a more familiar 

environment and trying out new experiences and larger audiences as you go along.    

6. Practice is the key to success

This leads us to our next point – practice. Attaining good grades is undoubtedly an important part 

of the law course, however, in themselves, they are not enough to show that you have substantial 

material to succeed. Working within a law firm introduces you to the world of work, and allows 

you to gainspecific industry-related skills which one will only ever be able to learn in a workplace 

setting. 

Work experience can provide you with valuable insight which will help you decide what your 

career aspirations are and in which areas you would like to further delve into.  
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

January/February 2019 Examination Session

CVLSO36 ADVANCED PRACTICAL APPUCATIONS IN THE LAW OF SUCCESSION

Date: Wednesday 6th February 2019 Duration of Examination: 10:00AM - 11:05AM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Reply to the case study below.

Peter and Patricia made an unica charta will shortly after their marriage, wherein they

nominated each other as universal heirs. They eventually had three children, Steve,

Sarah and Samantha.

After years of happy marriage and family life, Patricia fell victim to a disease and

passed away. In anticipation of her demise, she had donated two arable fields to her

husband Peter.

Following his wife’s loss, Peter engages in a long-term relationship with Victoria, which

yields a daughter, Veronica.

Ultimately, he falls for the charms of a younger woman, Wendy, whom he decides to

marry. Their marriage produces Peter’s youngest child, William.

Peter’s woes were not over.

A few years later, Peter’s youngest daughter from his first marriage, Samantha, falls ill

shortly after her marriage to Edward and eventually passes away without issue.

Samantha had been donated an apartment by Peter on the occasion of her marriage.

She was survived by her spouse, Edward, her father, Peter, her siblings, Steve and

Sarah, and her half-siblings, Veronica and William.

During the later years of his life Peter decides to draft a will. He leaves his spouse,

Wendy, the maximum allowed by law and appointed his children Steve and William as

his heirs. He left Sarah and Veronica their legifim in terms of law.

Peter eventually dies in 2003, survived by his second wife Wendy, and his children

Steve, Sarah, Veronica and William.

Advise all possible beneficiaries of their succession rights as the law stood before the

2005 amendments in order to partition the estates of Patricia, Samantha and Peter.
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

September 2019 Examination Session

CVL5O3G ADVANCED PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS IN THE LAW OF SUCCESSION

Date: Thursday 5th September 2019 Duration of Examination: $:3OAM-9:35PM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Reply to the case study below.

Theo had a daughter, Roberta, from a ten-year relationship with Rosette. The
relationship ended, and he eventually married Charlotte, from whom he had three
sons: Charles, Carl and Christopher. Theo and Charlotte made an unica charta will
wherein they nominated their first-born son Charles as sole universal heir and left the
legifim to Carl and Christopher, without making any mention of Roberta. Prior to their
marriage, Theo had given Charlotte a precious gold ring as a gift.

Some years after the marriage, Theo fell ill and passed away.

Although filled with grief, Charlotte met an old friend, Norman, whom she accepted to
marry. Two years after their marriage, Charlotte and Norman had a child: Nora. Soon
after Nora’s birth, Charlotte modified her will to nominate her as her joint universal
heir together with Charles.

Charlotte eventually passed away.

A few years later she was followed by Carl, who was survived by his wife Elena and his
daughter Elisabeth. Shortly after his marriage, Carl had made an Unica Charta will
with Elena, whereby they had reciprocally nominated each other as heirs. Elisabeth
was born to them five years into their marriage.

Advise all beneficiaries of their rights under the law of succession as it stood before
the 2005 amendments relative to the estates of Theo, Charlotte and Carl.
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

January/February 2019 Examination Session

CRL5008 CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 1

Date: Monday 28th January 2019 Duration of Examination: 8.3OAM - 10.35AM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer a total of TWO (2) questions. Both parts (a) and (b) of each of the TWO (2)

questions have to be answered.

1. Answer both the below:

(a) The traditional distinction between the criminal action and the civil action

has become very blurred thanks to legal developments taking place over the

past few years. Discuss this statement by specific reference to Maltese Law

of Criminal Procedure. (80 marks)

(b) In what circumstances may a person not being the Attorney—General or a
police officer request the holding of an Inquiry relating to the in Genere.
(20 marks)

2. Answer both the below:

(a) (80 marks)

I. What constitutes an “arrest” under Maltese law?

ii. In what circumstances are members of the Executive Police justfied in
performing an arrest?

iii. Examine whether private persons can perform an arrest.

(b) What are the defects in the record of the inquiry that could lead to the
annulment of the bill of indictment? (20 marks)

3. Answer both the below:

(a) Analyse in detail the scope and powers of the Court of Magistrates as a court
of criminal inquiry according to Maltese Law and Court Judgments.
(80 marks)

(b) Explain the “best evidence rule” as it developed in the Law of Evidence of
Malta and how does it apply to documents in criminal trials. (20 marks)
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4. Answer both the below:

(a) Act Xlii of 2018 entitled Gender- based Violence and Domestic Violence Act

brought about significant changes, not only in relation to matters touching

domestic violence but also to the very essence of when proceedings can be

instituted ex officio by the Executive Police and when offences can be

prosecuted on the complaint of the injured / private party. Analyse and

comment in detail the truthfulness or otherwise of this statement.

($0 marks)

(b) Distinguish the notions of “cornpellability” and “competence” when dealing

with witnesses according to Maltese Law of Criminal Procedure. (20 marks)
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

September 2019 Examination Session

CRL5008 CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 1

Date: Monday 2nd September 2019 Duration of Examination: 10:00AM — 12:05PM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer a total of TWO (2) questions. Both parts (a) and (b) of each of the two chosen
questions have to be answered.

1. Answer both of the below:

(a) Carefully examine the position of the accused in a criminal trial. When does
the accused give evidence in a criminal trial? Can a person accused be forced
to give evidence in trial? Can a person accused who decided to give evidence
in court avail himself from the right of non-self incrimination? (80%)

fb) How can prescription be interrupted according to Maltese Law of Criminal
Procedure? (20%)

2. Answer both of the below:

(a) Explain what is meant by “obstacles” to the exercise of the criminal action
and what are deemed to be the “causes of extinction” of the criminal action.
(80%)

(b) What constitutes a confession in a criminal trial? What is the effect of such
confession with regard to the accused himself and other co-accuseds in a
criminal trial? (20%)

3. Answer both of the below:

(a) Explain the competences exercised by the Court of Magistrates as a court of
criminal judicature. (80%)

(b) In which circumstances can an ordinary citizen perform a lawful arrest? (20%)

4. Answer both of the below:

(a) Explain when and how samples can be taken from a suspect by members of
the Executive Police during the course of criminal investigations and describe
the respective formalities that are to be followed in order for samples to be
taken. (80%)

(b) Can a court of criminal jurisdiction award damages to a victim of a criminal
offence? (20%)
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

June 2019 Examination Session

CRL5009 CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 2

Date: Wednesday, 5th June 2019 Duration of Examination: 5:00PM — 7:05PM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer a total of TWO (2) questions. Both parts f a) and (b) of each of the two chosen

questions have to be answered.

1. Answer both of the following:

(a) Make a thorough analysis of the law regulating the bill of indictment.

(80%)

AND

(b) Explain what is the prerogative of mercy in terms of Article 515 of the

Criminal Code. (20%)

2. Answer both of the following:

(a) Examine in detail the various powers granted by law to the Court of

Criminal Appeal in its Superior Jurisdiction. (80%)

AND

(b) What are the functions of a trial judge in the Criminal Court? (20%)

3. Answer both of the following:

(a) Explain what preliminary pleas may be raised by the accused following

receipt of a bill of indictment. (80%)

AND

(b) Explain the law regulating appeals from interlocutory decrees according to

article 415 of the Criminal Code. (20%)

4. Answer both of the following:

(a) In which circumstances may the Attorney General appeal from judgments

delivered by the Court of Magistrates? (80%)

AND

(b) Briefly explain the role of the jury during the course of a trial by jury. (20%)
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

September 2019 Examination Session

CRLSOO9 CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 2

Date: Monday, 9th September 2019 Duration of Examination: 10:00AM —12.05 PM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer a total of TWO ( 2) questions. Both parts (a) and (b) of each of the two chosen
questions have to be answered.

1. Answer both the below:

(a) Explain in detail the procedure to be followed when an appeal is lodged from
judgements deliverd by the Court of Magistrates. (80%)

(b) Briefly explain the scope and content of the address of the Attorneney
General during a trial by jury. (20%)

2. Answer both the below:

(a) Examine the procedure that is followed before the Criminal Court during the
course of a trial by jury. (80%)

(b) What amendments can be made to the bill of indicment and at which stage
of the procedings can these be carried out? (20%)

3. Answer both the below:

(a) Examine in detail the procedures to be followed when appeals are lodged
from judgments delivered by the Criminal Court. (80%)

(b) Explain the Constitution of the Criminal Court, its attributes and powers.
(20%)

4. Answer both the below:

(a) Examine in detail what are the options available to an accused person after
he receives a bill of indictment. (80%)

(b) When can judges and magistrates be challenged by the accused person?
(20%)
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

June 2019 Examination Session

CVL5044 THE LAW OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Date: Saturday 1st June 2019 Duration of Examination: 8:3OAM-11:35AM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer ANY THREE (3) QUESTIONS FROM THE FIVE (5) QUESTIONS.

Answer EACH QUESTION ON A DIFFERENT SCRIPT. Each question carries 33 marks in

all, with one mark awarded on an ex gratia basis. You are expected to cite relevant

jurisprudence and doctrine where appropriate.

1. in certain cases it may be necessary to obtain the evidence of a person who

resides abroad. In particular, one may have to rely on letters of request or on

evidence by affidavit. Explain the provisions of the law dealing with these two

procedures. (33 marks)

2. The objective of civil procedure is to ascertain a final incontrovertible result,

which cannot be challenged or disputed any further. Evaluate, in this context, the

role of juridical interest. (33 marks)

3. Art. 229 of Cap.12 introduced a new framework for appeals from decrees. Can it

be said that the situation has now improved, or is it the case that despite all good

intentions the situations is still not satisfactory? (33 marks)

4. Write notes on TWO of the following (a & b OR a & c OR b & c):

(a) Answer all three parts of the question appearing below:

i. The contents of the report of a referee appointed by the court; (5 marks)

ii. State whether the court is bound by the report of the referee; (5 marks)

iii. The exceptional cases when reference is permitted before the appellate

court. (6.5 marks)

(b) Answer both parts of the question appearing below:

i. Hearsay Evidence (8 marks)

ii. Dying Declarations (8.5 marks)
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(c) Answer both parts of the question appearing below:

I. Proof by admission; (8 marks)

ii. Evidence by a reference to the oath of the defendant and of the plaintiff

(8.5 marks)

5. Examine:

(a) Executive titles other than judgements and decrees (21 marks)

(b) The warrant ‘infactum’ (12 marks)
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

September 2019 Examination Session

CVL5044 THE LAW OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Date: Friday 13th September 2019 Duration of Examination: 8:3OAM-11:35AM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer ANY THREE (3) QUESTIONS FROM THE FIVE (5) QUESTIONS.
Answer EACH QUESTION ON A DIFFERENT SCRIPT. Each question carries 33 marks in
all, with one mark awarded on an ex gratia basis. You are expected to cite relevant
jurisprudence and doctrine where appropriate.

1. ‘In the Law of Evidence documents play a very important role’. How far do the
words between inverted commas reflect what the Code of Organization and Civil
Procedure says in sections 627 to 643, in the sub-titles concerning “Of
Documentary Evidence” and “Of the Demand for the Production of Documents?
(33 marks)

2. Consider the notion of Special Summary Proceedings under art.167 et of Cap.12.
(33 marks)

3. Which are the requirements of resjudicata? (33 marks)

4. Write notes on TWO of the following:

(a) Privileged Communications (16.5 marks)

(b) The burden of proof (16.5 marks)

(c) The evidence of a person residing abroad (16.5 marks)

5. Examine:

(a) the precautionary garnishee order (25 marks)

(b) discontinuance of a case (8 marks)
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University of Malta

Faculty of Laws

June 2019 Examination Session

ECL5069 ADVANCED EU LAW OF PROCEDURE

Date: Monday 17 June 2019 Duration of Examination: 10:00AM — 12:05PM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer ANY TWO (2) questions. All questions carries equal marks.

1. Discuss and describe the formal and substantive requirements of a preliminary

reference procedure.

2. Describe and discuss the process of how a case is filed with the Registry of the

Court of Justice, how the case is assigned to a chamber, and how a case proceeds

from then onwards.

3. Discuss in detail the present allocation of jurisdiction between the General Court

and the Court of Justice.

4. Discuss procedural issues and special characteristics that apply to (a) Intellectual

Property litigation and (b) matters relating to the area of Freedom, Security, and

Justice.
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University of Malta

Faculty of Laws

January/February 2019 Examination Session

CML5036 CORPORATE RE-ORGANISATION AND LIQUIDATION

Date: Monday 4th February 2019 Duration of Examination: 8:3OAM-10:35AM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer any TWO (2) questions.

All questions carry equal marks.

Answer each question on a separate script.

1) The Maltese insolvency regime provides creditors with wide ranging remedies
against insolvent debtor companies. Discuss in the light of the Companies Act
provisions relating to creditors voluntary winding up. (50 marks)

2) A corporate client of yours is facing serious financial difficulties and runs the risk of
insolvency in the near future. Advise the directors on the main considerations they
should bear in mind and some practical steps they should take in order to minimise
the risk of personal liability. (50 marks)

3) Critically discuss the manner in which Maltese courts have interpreted and applied
the provisions in the Companies Act, relating to a company’s inability to pay its debts
as a cause of dissolution of a company. (50 marks)

4) Examine the effectiveness of the pan passu principle in company law, with particular
reference to the ranking of creditors of an insolvent company. (50 marks)

5) Write short notes on any two of the following (50 marks):
a. the liquidator;
b. the provisional administrator;
c. an action for fraudulent trading.
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University of Malta
Faculty of Laws

September 2019 Examination Session

CML5036 CORPORATE REORGANISATION AND LIQUIDATION

Date: Monday 2nd September 2019 Duration of Examination: 10:00AM — 12:05PM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Answer any TWO (2) questions.

All questions carry equal marks.

Answer each question on a separate script.

1. Outline the main differences between an action for fraudulent trading and

wrongful trading.

2. Discuss the adequacy or otherwise of creditor control mechanisms and remedies

in a creditors’ voluntary winding up.

3. Write short notes on any TWO (2) of the following (50 marks):

(a) The official receiver

(b) The pan passu principle in the ranking of creditors

(c) The provisional administrator

4. Examine the powers and duties of the liquidator in a winding up by the Court in

terms of the Companies Act.

5. Discuss critically the manner in which “grounds of sufficient gravity” as a cause of

dissolution of a company has been interpreted and applied by the Maltese courts.
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University of Malta

Faculty of Laws

June 2019 Examination Session

MCT5O12 THE LAW OF MEDIATION

Date: Tuesday 11th June 2019 Duration of Examination: 10:00AM — 12:05PM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Choose ONE (1) question from Section A (40 marks) and ONE (1) question from Section

B (60 marks).

Section A

1. Explain each of the following:

(a) active neutrality of the mediator

(b) recognition in transformative mediation

(c) caucusing

2. Compare and contrast two strategies for dealing with conflict.

3. What would you say to a client who is interested in mediation but who does not

want to be physically present?

Section B

4. Identify behaviour that you would expect from a mediator. Would that

behaviour change according to the subject area?

5. Is mediation in the criminal sphere too idealistic? Discuss with reference to

Maltese Law.

6. What makes a successful mediation? Does the legal framework regulating

mediation play a part in this?
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University of Malta

Faculty of Laws

September 2019 Examination Session

MCT5O12 THE LAW OF MEDIATION

Date: Friday 13th September 2019 Duration of Examination: 08:3OAM — 10:35AM

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

Choose ONE (1) question from Section A (40 marks) and ONE (1) question from Section

B (60 marks).

Section A

1. Explain each of the following; each question carries equal marks.

(a) reparative victim-offender mediation

(b) reframing

(c) problem solving mediation

2. Do criminal and civil mediation have anything in common?

3. Explain the recent changes to our law in relation to mediation and domestic

violence.

Section B

4. Each question carries equal marks.

(a) What were the main reasons behind the development of family

mediation?

(b) Do you think family mediation has changed beyond recognition?

5. Is mediation always better than negotiation between the parties and their

lawyers?

6. Explain the concept of principled negotiation.
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